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fairly accurate picture of the corruption and timidity of legislators before business pressure, of the boss and the spoils system, of the contempt that most cultured Americans felt toward politics. The American Commonwealth did much to prepare the ground for the growing interest in reform.
The protests and actions of the intellectuals who refused to apologize for and serve the new business giants or to escape into the culture of the Old World merely heralded the more drastic and widespread criticism of the last decade of the nineteenth century and the first years of the twentieth. Meantime other currents of thought were dividing both the leaders of intellectual life and even the plain people themselves.